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3 per c en t o f t h e p e op l e i n t h i s s t a t e p a y 22 p e r ce nt o f t h e
p ropert y t axe s, a n d t ha t ' s n ot cou n t i n g t h e pr o p e r t y t ax e s t h e y
pay on their homes. Farmers do live in houses too, you know.
So with that, I would just like to reiterate my opposition to
this amendment.

SENATOR CUDABACK: Thank you, Senator Schrock. Senator Beutler,
o n th e S t u t h ma n a mendment .

SENATOR BEUTLER: Se n a t o r Agu i l a r , I mu s t sa y I s ymp a t h i ze wi t h
y our r em a rk s and I don ' t know t ot a l l y how t o r esp o nd , b u t
incident a l l y I fa vor ta x i ng at t or ney s amo ng ot her s , and
eventua l l y we wi l l f i nd a w a y t o l og i cal l y a n d f ai r l y do t hat .
But I think, again, it'e...the frustration that Senator Aguilar
expresses, I'm not sure it can e ver be sa tisfied in this
l egi s l a t i v e p r o c e ss . That i s , you can ' t do eve r y t h i n g a t once .
It is impossible in a situation where we have so few resources
to work at a problem, and there are such massive resources
agains t you . I mean , i f you j u st go t o t he l i t t l e t h i ngs l i ke
doing a little research to get a little information, you know, a
m ajor p r o j e c t f or us . I n t he l obb y , t h e y h i r e hi gh - p a i d l a w y e r s
t o go ou t a n d d o i t , no pr ob l e m , d o i t qu i ck l y . So t hi s ' i l i k e
a ny other w a r ­-it's one battle at a t i m e. And , of cou r se ,
wherever y ou ' re d o i n g t h e b a tt l e t he y s a y i t ' s un f a i r f o r you t o
be fighting us because there's some other battles you have to
win, s o g o ou t a nd f i g h t a l l t h e b a t t l e s a t o n ce . You e ve r
heard o f a wa r t h a t wa s w o n b y f i g h t i ng a l l t h e b a t t l e s a t o n ce ?
No. When you have limited resources you have to focus, you have
t o t a k e t h i n g s o n e a t a t i me . You h op e t h at t h e en d r e su l t o f
your system over time becomes fairer and fairer and fairer, and
I think it has from my experience in this Legislature over time.
Slowly but surely we make things fairer. We snuff out the false
argument s a nd we g e t t o t h e re a l a r g u me n t s . Bu t s ec o n d l y , I
just wanted to ask you to think about the fact that this is a
$56 million chunk . This i s huge. Y ou c annot take this much
money ou t a n d n o t r ep l a ce i t a nd n o t d am a g e t h e u n i v e r s i t y an d
K-12 education. Tho se of us on the Appropriations Committee
know t ha t y ou c an ' t t a k e $ 5 6 mi l l i o n ou t wi t h o u t d o i n g t h a t k i n d
o f damage . An d m a y b e t ha t ' s wha t y ou wa n t t o do , bu t i f t ha t i s
not wha t y ou wa n t t o d o t h en t h i n k se r i o u s l y ab o u t n o t a d op t i n g
t hi s ame n d ment , o r I wo u l d b e mo s t i n t e r e s t e d , i f t h o se w ho a r e
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